

Soil Characteristics


Texture
Sandy- 70% of sand particles-gritty-well drained-large air space-heavy leaching 
Clay- 50% clay-sticky/smooth flooded easily- high nutrients.
Loam- crumby mixture of sand, silt and clay-well drained-aerated-high mineral.



Structure
Shape of peds- space holds air+ water
Crumby-good soil/ round peds/ loam soil. good water/ nutrient retention. Organism easy access.
Platy- clays- prevents drainage/ difficicult plant growth/ thin over lapping



Water
Dissolves mineral/Reduces soil erosion/Develops soil horizons/Binds soil.
low water- plants wilt.
Sandy soils- water passes easily through.
clay soils- high water retentuin



Organic Material
Humus- fertile/ black/ jelly like/ binds soils/ water retention
Humus made for decayed vegetation.
Bacteria/ micro organsims decay leaves/ aerate soil/
Iron/ Calcium/ nitrogen


Colour
Indicates minerals/ humus- brown- decidious forests.
Afffects temperature-dark- warn- affects decomposition.-
leaching-pale


Acidity
Ph- controls animal/ plant life
Fertile- 6.5
Alkaline- calcium/ sodium
Acidic Leaching





















