

Procces affecting soil


Weathering
Physical/ chemical- break up rock/soil.
Rock gives- characteristics.
Carbonation/ oxidation/ freeze thaw


Humification
dead organic matter= waste-humus.
Micro organism, fungi/ bacteria.
Climate influencial-Hot wet areas- high humifciation.
Cold- slow humification


Leaching
needed to wash mineral to roots.
Too much leaching- bad- wet/ highland areas.
Can form hardpan


Podzolisation
Acidc rainfall/ leaf litter- coniferous forests- highland- high rainfall.
Lower layer rich in dissolved minerals
Dissolves all mineral except quartz- grey colour
Soil bleached
Forms hardpan




Gleying
Waterlogged- heavy rainfall- infertile.
Anerobic (no oxygen- no life)
Infertile


Laterisation
Equatorial regions-high temperature/rain= leaching except iron/ aluminium
severe chemcial weathering-oxidation- red colour
dry- laterite



Salinisation
deserts- high evapouration.
Salts brought to top of ground
Infertile


Calcification
Calcium near surface of soil.
Low rainfall- transpiration.
Fertile- Chernozems




























