

Factors Affecting soil characteristics


CLimate
Zonal soils
Rate of weathering/erosion
Influence characteristics- colour, ph, texture water.
Influences procceses- humification/ leaching etc.
Influences length of growing season
afffects types of vegetation- which affects humus + organix content
Veg doesn't grown under 5.6





Relief
Creates micro-climates. Higher area colder wetter than lowlands
Causes mass movement
Aspects affect soil temperature/ winds



Parent Rock
Not always rock- glacial till
Gives soil its minerals.
Affects ph, colour, water texture, depth
Limestone-fertile rich coloured and crumb-textured


Living Things
Fertilise soil.
Decompose material.
Aerate/ mix soil
roots bind soil
water collects in burrows


Time and human interferance
400yrs= 1cm soil
Longer it takes more developed the soil characteristics.
Soil is renewable.  People can affect chararacterics by farming/ deforestation etc



















