Effects of human activities on a Biome
Discuss the impact of deforestation on a Biome that you have studied-tropical rainforest

The biome that I will be discussing in the Tropical rainforest biome. This biome covers 6% of the earths total land surface. The rainforests have a hot, humid, wet climate and are located along a belt at the equator that contains 90% of the plant and animal species on earth. Unfortanely these forests are disappearing at an increasing rate due to agriculture, mining and logging which are affecting the culture, climate, soils, plants and animals of the area. 
Tribes: Tropical rainforests are home to tribal cultures that have survived for thousands of years, such as the pygmies of the Congo basin and the Yanomani of the Amazon. Living in small groups, some of these tribes have for centuries slashed and burned tiny patches of forest to grow food crops. The cleared forest becomes infertile in a few years without the plant litter. When this happens the people clear other patches leaving forest vegetation to reclaim the originally cleared areas. This small scale activity is an example of sustainable forest use and left no permanent damage on the forest biome. Since the 20th century large scale clearances of the rainforests  have been taken place from people outside the forest. They include rich ranchers, logging companies, mining corporations and road builders. Many natives were decimated by diseases as roads were built. The Yanomani are one such people. For centuries they have hunted, fished and farmed in a sustainable way. Since the 1970’s they have seen their world disappear as developers invade and destroy their home. They have little natural immunity to disease and up to 80% of the population in some villages have been killed. Those that survived have been denied their human right to live undisturbed in their own environment. Their culture is diluted or destroyed by western influences. Many are forced to miserable roadside existences as beggers or prostitutes
Medical Research: The forests are home to 50% of plant and animal species of the world, some yet undiscovered, including tribes and plants that may hold cures for diseases. One quarter of all pharmaceutical drugs owe their origins to rainforest species. It is estimated that in the Amazon alone one or more plant species is becoming extinct every day.  70% of the plants identified by the National Cancer Institute as useful in cancer treatments are found in the rainforest. Drugs used to treat leukemia, hodgkins diseas and other cancers come from the rainforest as do medicines for heart ailments and arthritis. Only 1% of the forests species have been thoroughly examined  for their chemical compounds.
Climate: Rainforests help to reduce Global CO2 levels. Trees use up carbon dioxide and convert it into oxygen, which is why these forest have been described as the lungs of the earth. Also as these trees are burned and left to decay they release vast quantities of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. This is the second largest factor contributing to the greenhouse effect.. Rainforests help to maitain global rain and weather patterns.
Soil: Deforestation is now occuring most rapidly in the tropics where it poses a major treat to plant and animal life and to the atmosphere globally. The temperate world lost its forest cover  much longer. Deforestation is driven by the world timber trade and other commerical interests. Logging is often illegal and there is frequently no attempt at replanting. Rainforest soils (latasols) are often poor when the vegetation is cleared and they are leached quickly. Cleared ground is often very unproductive when used for agriculture, resulting in the soil becoming exposed and the topsoil is vulnerable and removed by heavy rain. This results in desertification aas can be seen in the northern part of the amazon basin in Brazil and Bolivia
